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Peace and Justice Committee
c/o RobertWalden, chairperson
826 Tioga Avenue
Bethlehem, PA 18018-3320
610-861-0653
rwaldenpa@entemail.net

http:/fefpjc. ppjr.org/
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In 2007,approximately30,000peoplewerekeptin detentiorby theU.S.
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) every day -- abdiue-
fold increasesince 1991. In addition, for the fiscal year 2007, ICE
detainedhtotal of about320,000people. Some are in large facilities, and
themajority arein contractedtateandlocal countyprisonsandjails. The
federal government is paying local counties or private companies.

In 2007,U.S.taxpayerspentabout$l.2billion to detainimmigrants. It
costs about $100 per day per person to hold somebodystody. In the
meantimethosewho aredetainedcan’twork, can’tgeneratenyincome

or contribute to their families and communities where pertia@gwere
providing servicesas a constructionworker or serving as nanny or
working in a hotel seving food. All those services are gone. It's an
incredible cost to our communities to do this kind of detention.
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Of course there are some who have committedinal offensesput the
greateiportionarenotpeoplen thatcategory. In fact there are thousands
of people among those in detention on any givenwlag are highly
vulnerable, including children, families, people who are éneeeking
asylum, people who are torture survivors, people who actims of
trafficking, peoplewho have lawful permanentresidenceor on rare
occasions people who have U.S. citizenship.
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In New Jerseyfor exampleraidshavetakenplacein many  The fundamentalquestionis: Should families even be in
cities, including JerseyCity, Newark,Union City, Trenton, ~ detention?Is there really a humane way to detain families?
and Weehawken. There are five New Jersey facilities thadvhatis the “right” way to detain an infanthe questions
ICE usedo detainaboutl,000immigrantsonanygivenday. ~ areabsurd! There are other ways of working with displaced
Pastorseportthatcongregationshavebeenshockedby the ~ people if the intent is to make sure they appear in court.

violent andintimidating manner in which raids have been Lessthan70yearsagoduringWorld Warll, ourgovernment
conductedincl_udingincidentswhereweaponsmeredrgwn locked up 120,000 Americans of Japa{nese ancestrgfou
uponyoungchlldren._Lastyear,LutheranBlshopRoyRlle_y fear that they threatened our safety and national security.
recountedat the Nat|onal PressClub how a congregation | ;. then today’simmigrationdetentiorsystem locks away
member_had fo hide unde the floorboards when federal peoplen degradinganddehumanizingrisonsettings. Like
agentsraidedthe factory wheresheworked Everyone but then, now entire families, including children are being

her was hauled away, forcing the f?CtOW to close. The detained, and like then, those detained now are etmuc
womanwas attend_lngan adult English C"?‘SS at the Good racialminorities. Like then, politicians now justify detention
Shepherd Church in Weehawken, and during classrstred in the name of national security, and it took neéwyf a

her_story. Still terrified days after the incident, she keptCenturyfor our countryto understand that the perceived
aﬁklng WhatkWOUId have happened to her 9-year-oldiSon e o threatafterworld Warll wasentirelyunfoundedand
she were taken for our country to admit the wrongfulness of detaining

In Houston, Texas, thetevebeentwo raids on large local thousands of innocent Americans of Japanese ancestry.
manufacturingompanieshathaveresultedn thedetention ===== = =
of about40 people. A Lutheran pastor there recounted thé+ $ 0" #  attorney who has representedchildren on
case of a family from Guatemala, a couple with éhreimmigrationlaw. — ** 2 $* " " #, $# #%
children, ages2, 4, and 7. Last year the husband was >, ?
detained by ICE, while he was$ work. For one week after 6 & $# '#% $ # # $
he was detained, his wife was unable to even locate him.* 2" "@-0* #$ #
ICE gavenonotice;therewasno cluewhathadhappenedo
him. A church-related organization helped identityene "
thehusbandvasbeingheldin detentiorandnowis working
to find an attorneyto represenhim. But in the meantime
while these proceedings are going on and the father |is
detained thewife is desperatbecausashehasno sourceof
additionalincome, and she is taking care of three small
childrenathome. She knows almost certainly thatthe family '« 4 & "  #%% -# 9 9 @ %
will beseparatedbr severamonths;andif heis deportedit A"## # % " 0% # &
could be years before they see each other again. 0 #6 4#% "#" $ # %H#HI# # * "
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LastyearLutheranmmigrationandRefugeeServicg(LIRS) ) #2 #l@ # K
prepareda report specifically focusingon families in two 0 #6 4#% 'S >647 B4

detentionfacilities — onein Texasandone in Pennsylvania. | * % #%0 ) 0% |# ) "#2 &&

Bothfacilitiesarelargelyjail-like conditionswhereseveral $#H  H#H% #% " & "
hundredfamilies are held at any given time, including| ## #! " &

children and infants. Pregnant mothers have bedhih % & # % "$ % O #
prisons Parentsaredeprivedof theability to disciplinetheir #%/ &0 $ * *2 $* " #
children, or provide for their educational nutritional, and % # A " % &
recreationaheedsMedicalcare is often sub-standard, and % # & #'64 0 3 ! * #

more than 60 people have died in detention. "0 #64'# " C
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