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In 2007, approximately 30,000 people were kept in detention by the U.S.
Immigration  and Customs Enforcement (ICE) every day -- about a five-
fold increase since 1991.  In addition, for the fiscal year 2007, ICE
detained a total of about 320,000 people.  Some are in large facilities, and
the majority are in contracted state and local county prisons and jails. The
federal government is paying local counties or private companies.

In 2007, U.S. taxpayers spent about $1.2 billion to detain immigrants.   It
costs  about $100 per day per person to hold somebody in custody.  In the
meantime, those who are detained can’t work, can’t generate any income
or contribute to their families and communities where perhaps they were
providing services as a construction worker or serving as nanny or
working in a hotel serving food.  All those services are gone.  It’s an
incredible cost to our communities to do this kind of detention.

0������"	�����	����	�3�
Of course there are some who have committed criminal offenses, but the
greater portion are not people in that category.   In fact there are thousands
of people among those in detention on any given day who are highly
vulnerable,  including children, families,  people who are here seeking
asylum, people who are torture survivors, people who are victims of
trafficking, people who have lawful permanent residence, or on rare
occasions people who have U.S. citizenship. 
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In New Jersey, for example, raids have taken place in many
cities, including Jersey City, Newark, Union City, Trenton,
and Weehawken.  There are five New Jersey facilities that
ICE uses to detain about 1,000 immigrants on any given day.
Pastors report that congregations have been shocked by the
violent and intimidating manner in which raids have been
conducted, including incidents where weapons were drawn
upon young children. Last year, Lutheran Bishop Roy Riley
recounted at the National Press Club how a congregation
member had to hide under the floorboards when federal
agents raided the factory where she worked. Everyone but
her was hauled away, forcing the factory to close. The
woman was attending an adult English class at the Good
Shepherd Church in Weehawken, and during class she shared
her story. Still terrified days after the incident, she kept
asking what would have happened to her 9-year-old son if
she were taken�

In Houston, Texas, there have been two raids on large local
manufacturing companies that have resulted in the detention
of about 40 people.   A Lutheran pastor there recounted  the
case of a family from Guatemala, a couple with three
children, ages 2, 4, and 7.  Last year the husband was
detained by ICE, while he was at work.  For one week after
he was detained, his wife was unable to even locate him. 
ICE gave no notice; there was no clue what had happened to
him.   A church-related organization helped identify where
the husband was being held in detention and now is working
to find an attorney to represent him.  But in the meantime
while these proceedings are going on and the father is
detained , the wife is desperate because she has no source of
additional income, and she is taking care of three small
children at home.  She knows almost certainly that the family
will  be separated for several months; and if  he is deported, it
could be years before they see each other again.

�	�	�������	��	�����	� ������
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Last year Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service (LIRS)
prepared a report specifically focusing on families in two
detention facilities – one in Texas and one in Pennsylvania.

Both facilities are largely jail-like conditions, where several
hundred families are held at any given time, including
children and infants.  Pregnant mothers have been held in
prisons. Parents are deprived of the ability to discipline their
children, or provide for their educational, nutritional, and
recreational needs. Medical care is often sub-standard, and
more than 60 people have died in detention.
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The fundamental question is:  Should families even be in
detention?  Is there really a humane way to detain families?
What is the “right” way to detain an infant?   The questions
are absurd!  There are other ways of working with displaced
people if the intent is to make sure they appear in court. 

Less than 70 years ago during World War II, our government
locked up 120,000 Americans of Japanese ancestry out of
fear that they threatened our safety and national security.
Like then, today’s immigration detention system  locks away
people in degrading and dehumanizing prison settings.   Like
then, now entire families, including children are being
detained, and like then, those detained now are ethnic and
racial minorities.  Like then, politicians now justify detention
in the name of national security, and it took nearly half a
century for our country to understand that the perceived
terror threat after World War II  was entirely unfounded, and
for our country to admit the wrongfulness of detaining
thousands of innocent Americans of Japanese ancestry. 
===============
1+��$� 0"���� #�� attorney who has represented children on
immigration law.������ *�* �2��$�*��"��
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